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Jesus said “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations…” (Matthew 28:19, NKJV).
 
 

The Nazarene church is growing at a quick pace in certain global regions.  In 2013, the  

fastest growing regions in membership were Eurasia (27.12%) and Africa (5.59%).
1
 

Alarmingly,the USA/Canada region reported a 0.02% decrease in membership.
2
 These bleak 

statistics cause us to wonder why the Nazarene church in North America is not showing 

abundant growth. This paper will explore the situation and bring together ideas on how churches 

and individuals can follow Christ’s example of reaching the lost. 

 

      Is it possible that one of the reasons people are not getting saved is that as individuals we do 

not place an importance on sharing Christ with those within our sphere of influence? Maxine 

Dunham stated, “A spirituality that does not lead to active ministry becomes an indulgent 

preoccupation with self, and therefore grieves the Holy Spirit and violates the presence of the 

indwelling Christ.”
3
 We each are a part of Christian history, we each have a personal story about 

our precious encounter with Jesus Christ and we are commanded to share the Good News!  

David Bosch makes this clear by stating that “we are part of the message.”
4 

 

      Prayer is vital in reaching the perishing.  Christ will guide us and we must be committed to 

following God wherever he leads.  This might be in a location they are not familiar with or 

comfortable with and may cause a bit of anxiety.  Jesus comforts us with these words, “Peace I 

leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 

hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27, NIV) 

 

Scott Dawson lists three reasons people give for not witnessing: lack of confidence in their 

ability to share the gospel, fear of rejection and the unknown, and concern that it will end 
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friendships.
5
  There are numerous tools available that make witnessing easy such as pocket-sized 

Gospels of John published by the Pocket Testament League.  Church classes should teach how to 

share Christ in real life and include role-playing which assists in gaining confidence.  

 

In today’s world of the computer, we have the ability to communicate locally and worldwide 

in just seconds. In the article, “eVangelism: The gospel and the world of the internet”, the author 

speaks about how the virtual world offers opportunities to expand healthy relationships and do 

evangelism.
6
  Modern technology makes sharing your faith something you can build into your 

everyday life.  Social networking allows people to quickly share what God is doing in their lives.  

Mobile devices go wherever people go and allow access whenever they choose. 

 

Churches are able to reach people who may not be able or willing to attend in person through 

the use of technology.  In his thesis, “Online Church: A Biblical Community”, J. Todd Mullins 

states “Church online removes the barriers of distance and time, allowing individuals to be 

reached and ministered to 24 hours a day.”
7
 A great idea used by certain churches is to broadcast 

their services live on the internet.  Other churches offer audio messages of sermons. 

 

People from the community can be attracted by the example of church people who love and 

serve others in compassionate ministries and global mission trips.  Despite the pressure applied 

by a secular society, human beings must believe there is meaning.
8
 Many people want to help 

make the world a better place.  Observing Christians who are working to bring about good can 

lead them to consider Christ’s offer of hope, joy and a new life. 
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We need to offer those who don’t know Jesus a place where they are accepted for whom they 

are and where they can be comfortable.  Andy Stanley from North Point Community Church 

said, “Atlanta does not need another church. What Atlanta does need is a safe environment 

where the unchurched can come and hear the life-changing truth that Jesus Christ cares for them 

and died for their sins."
9
   Are Nazarenes willing to put in the extra time and effort necessary to 

draw in the lost by being obedient to God and following his call to us? 

 

      The book “How to Think Theologically” challenges us to understand the message of God and 

how we should live accordingly.
10

 Nazarene churches focus on preaching and teaching those 

who have already accepted Christ.  However, in order to reach the unsaved, “we cannot just do 

evangelism as one of many ministries” as Tim Keller explains.
11

 The church needs to modify the 

way it worships, teaches and serves so that it will draw in the lost.
12

 It seems that the church and 

its members would do well to take a deep look at its methods and see how it may adapt to meet 

the spiritual needs of those who are perishing at this very moment. 
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